
            
 
                                         Joseph Wadden 
 
Joe Wadden is one of the most well known people in the entire basketball community throughout 
Newfoundland and Labrador.He has been involved in the sport since his childhood. Joe was an 
outstanding player in his alma mater, “Holy Cross” and went on to play at Memorial University and the 
senior men's leagues.. A tremendous and highly respected coach for many years, Joe has excelled at 
everything he has worked at, including refereeing. 
 
Joe began officiating in 1966 in the old RC grammar school league at Pius 10th, St. Pat’s and Holy 
Cross.While attending Memorial University and playing in the Senior Leagues in St. John’s, he 
continued refereeing games at Memorial and other various leagues throughout St. John’s. This 
continued into the 70’s but became limited because of his growing interest in coaching in Trepassey 
and St. Kevin’s. 
 
It wasn’t until 2003, when he retired from coaching that he returned to officiating full time and has 
averaged over a 100 games per season since then. 
 
Over the years, Joe has officiated many thousands of games at all levels, including, minor, highschool 
and both the senior men’s and ladies leagues. He has also refereed numerous provincial NLBA 
tournaments at all levels and  SSNL 4A, 3A and 2A championships. 
 
For the last seven, {7}years Joe has been the assignor for SJABO, assigning over 6-7 thousands 
games per season. No small task to accomplish. He is on call 24 hours per day, dealing with coaches, 
convenors, leagues and SJABO officials to make sure everyone is kept satisfied and everything runs 
smoothly. 
 
His personality and credibility throughout the basketball community, which is very important in this 
position, made him the perfect choice for this very demanding job. Having to please over a hundred 
other officials over the run of every season is no small task, but Joe does it very well.  
 

.In 2015, Joe was the recipient of the-NABO--”Frank King” award for excellence in officiating in 
Newfoundland. 

..In 2005, Joe Wadden was inducted into the NLBA Hall of Fame in the “Builder”, category. 
 
When asked about his overall experience as an official, Joe explained that refereeing has given him 
the opportunity to travel to many places in our province, meet new people, and make new friendships. 



He says he has enjoyed himself immensely and encourages people in high school and the other 
leagues in town to give it a try. With the increase in the amount of games being played over the last 
number of years, Joe has seen the importance of referees in helping to grow the game. He says, 
“Good professional officiating makes the game enjoyable for the players”, and that’s what it is all 
about. 
 
 
 

 

  

 

  

 
 


